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DEBS SMILES
AFTER CALLING
ON PRESIDENT

Tall and Gaunt Old Man
r Pleads for Others Still

In Prison.

LEAVES TODAY
FOR TERRE HAUTE

Assured by Daugherty
That His Release Is

Unconditional.
Having paid his official calls on

the President and Attorney Gen-
eral.# and having told them boththat" he could not be "expected to
depart from his principles, convic-,ttons and ideals," Eugene V. Debs,
veteran Socialist leader, is ready
to go home to Tcrre Haute. Ind.
He expect* to leave Washington

tHis evening at fi.20 in order to be
f in Terre Haute tomorow afternoon
'in time for the celebration In his
honor. His brother. Theodore Debs,
will accompany him together with
rlr>te associates in the Socialist
movement.
Whether or not the President snd

th" Attorney General asked Debs
to come to Washington that they
might hear this expression of pur¬
pose from his own lips, is a matter
of conjecture even for Debs him-
self.

Pleased With I¦terriers.
Both President Harding and At¬

torney General Daugherty were
waiting to see him. and the half-
hour's conversation with each in¬
spired only smiles of apparent
gratification from the liberated
man

IWas it the product of a dramatic
sense that prompted the Attorney
General to wire the warden of At¬
lanta prison, a request to send Debs
to Washington before allowing
him to go home to his wife?

Hi« traveling companions believe
the stop-over at Washington was
designed by officials her#' to fore¬
stall the welcoming demonstration
in Terre Haute which was staged
for Monday night.

Welcomed by Camera Me».
The demonstration was forestalled

in Tefre Haute but transmuted to
Washington. From the moment he
stepped from his train at Union
Station at 9 o'clock yesterday morn¬
ing until he entered hi* hotel »ft*r
the official conferees, the tall,
gaunt man with the Infections smile
received the silent welcome of cam-
eras and the press. Neither beIN
nor banners marked his path. The
,..rfy 9uit and overcoat given him
bv the prison, together with the
-swuy prison-made shoes, would
have grotesqued his figure and
aroueed popular emotions of com¬

mingled pity and amusement.
instead. 'Gene Debs, although he

i. 66 and of a venerable kindliness
,,h» youngest of his travelling com¬
panions. the reporters and Socialist
delegates, both men and women, al¬
ways railed him by his first name),
walked to the Department of Justice
from his hotel and walked again
from the Department of Justice to
,hr White House, and from there
back to his hotel And ill-content
with this, having admitted that he
,lrpr like a panther'- Sunday nijtht,

he took a turn through the parks
of the neighborhood with his brother
Theodore.

Uaufhertj Is»oe* Statement.
Movie men greeted him at every

"topping place, women cam. up.
,«ked to be kissed by him. and
railed down the blessing of God.
while he complied with their re-
quests.

.This was r>oth my entrance and
my exit." he commented as he en-
trred the Department of Justice.
The Attorney General was waitink'
/for him His companions spent the
interval of the conference in specu¬
lation Five minutes after Del.s hail
gene, the Attorney General issued

La statement: |--j have received a call from Mr.I Debs I volunteered no advice andI be asked none. There were, otI course, n" unusual conditions at¬tached to his commutation. His
frail upon me was of his own voll-I tlon I w!" shortly give out^for
publication, with the President's
consent my recommendation in the
pet,, case My object in doing this
will be to refresh the memory of the
American people of Debs' violation
of the law. and to Inform them of

1 the reasons for his commutation. IL hope It will be educational to some
¦extent.
1 wars. Agmlaet Rxploltera.I -I hava nothing further to sayRegarding Debs' call or regardingB.<. ca,» except that I hope he m»)r
Pdirect his talents to a useful pur-Fpose. And T trust that the notoriety
he has received may not be cummer,
rialisad. I say this because I ob¬
serve gathering about him and
undertaking to promote him persons>who have not the best Interests ofLhe country or society at heart,
Wis life's efforts, pursuing as he has¦kitll now when he is again a free^hn. a theory erroneous In principle.^H>uld not be commercialised."^grbis was read to Debs outside

department building as the^E>vie men ground out their "sto-
¦es." but he still smiled, and said.K came In response to the Invitation
W' \fr. Daugherty." Men who saidft,.v were schoolmates of the llber-Ked Socialist, grasped his hand and
¦ished him godspeed. The walk to¦J* White House was another slm-K procession, with Debs' tattered

slouch hat rising above theB^afl bodyguard.
¦ r.mtm Am Taft Leaves.I I've never been to the ^hiteBouse before." he replied to one
a.h. jestingly pointed it out forg" "Ton know 1 tried to get
Shere once, but I landed In At-

F'liAt .- »bs entered. Chief Jue-,^r*ft left Neither man noticed
. presence of the other. It was

a curious side-play of his visit.
Once settled <» hia hotel again.

Contxnu^d on Pago Two.

Lloyd George and Bri&nd
Trade Broad Grins And.?

Premiers Confer Secretly in Railroad Carriage
in Paris and Refuse to Reveal

Results of Discussion.
P4R!8, Dec. 26.."T cam® only

to say 'hello.* " and Premier Briand
smiled broadly.
"My health, did you ask? Why,

I'm feeling pretty well, thank you."
and Premier Uoyd George grinned
even more broadly than his French
ally.
And that is fhe official sum and

substance ot a mysterious coher¬
ence between the two entente pre¬
miers In a railroad carriage In a

Paris railroad station today. The
curtains were drawn while Briand
and Lloyd George conversed earn¬

estly for half an hour within the
car
When Briand emerged he was

brTand'scabinct
INJURED BY LOSS
OF FOREIGN EXPERT
Louis Berthelot Resigns

Following Crash of
Chinese Bank.

PARIS. Dec. 2$..Louis Berthelot,
the greatest French authority on
foreign affair*. and Premier
Briand's right hand man. has re¬

signed from the government as a

result of the bitter attacks leveled
at him afer the crash of the In¬
dustrial Bank of China, with which
his brother was connected.

Borthelot's resignation on the
eve of the supreme council meet¬
ing at Cannes, corn'i as a severe

blow to Briand. who had counted
on his vast acnnj»lnt«.nr!« with ev¬
ery Dhase of the foreign situatlop
as a distinct aid in reaching a so¬
lution of the nrohUm« involved at
the approaching meeting.

ftCndaagera Whole Cablaet.
Furthermore. It has endangered

the position of the entire cabinet,
for the debate on the affairs of the
Industrial Bank will be resumed In
the French chamber Tuesday and
will be prosecuted all the more

violently by opponents of the
Briand regime.

In his letter of resignation. Ber¬
thelot declared that the criticism
of his connection through his
brother, with the Chines* bank had
"lessened his authority In dealing
with foreign affairs."
Bertholot's action immediately

caused a sensation throughout
Paris. Three time, he says in his
letter to Briand. he had offered to
resign but Briand had refesed to
accept It.

I.oti of Prestige.
"These continual attacks.** he

says, "and the abominable rahim-"
nies following the failure of my
brother's bank, make me fear that
T have not the necessary authority
for dealing with foreign affairs and
defending the interests of France."

Berthelot declares that he has al¬
ways observed the greatest care
and scrupulousness in the execu¬
tion of his duties at the French
foreign office In spite of all attacks.
He admits that probably he should
have submitted the now famous
telegram concerning the hank's af¬
fairs. which brought about the
criticism in the chamber, to Briand
before It was dispatched.

Tt had been directly charged that
B*rth*!ot was using his office in an

attempt to save the Industrial
Bank at the time when rumors
were rife of the approaching col¬
lapse. Berthelot sent a tel^cram
to French consular agents, without
having consulted Briand. informing
that there was no danger of a
crash and that the government
would support the bank.
The bank nevertheless failed

within a few weeks after the send-
ing of the telegram.
"Although the accusations against

me are unjust.*' Berthelot con¬
cludes. "my decision to resign is
irrevocable."

OTTER REAPPEARS
IN SEA HAUNTS

YAKUTAT. Alaska. Dec. 2«.The
sea otter, once almost extinct and
now protected, is again inhabiting
the sea kelp beds on the Aleutian
Islands in large numbers. In fact,
so many are seen in various sec¬
tions of the archipelago that the de¬
partment of Fisheries may be pre¬
vailed upon for a brief open season
for the benefit of natives, who have
fared badly the past two or three
year®.

It is believed these^ aquatic ani¬
mals. driven from the oleak Islands
by the hunters a generation ago. took
refuge on uncharted reefs south of
the Commander group and increased
until they are again migrating back
to the former home on the West
Alaskan Coast, where the extensive
forests and gigantic kelp provides
abundant food and shelter.
The sea otter is one of the most

cunning and most easily frightened
of animals. Like the fur seal, its
pelt has an ebony shimmer, showing
silver when blown open, but examined
hair by hair, is soft black, tipped
with white.

5 DIE IN GAS AT
CHRISTMAS TREE

DETROIT. Mich.. Dec. 2#..When]police broke down the door of the
Maimondes' home here they found the
five members of the family dead from
gas fumes in a room with a partly;decorated Christmas tree.
The father. Gaetano Maimondes,

was lying with his hand ciutching a
few trinkets he had intended placing
on the tree to finish its decoration.
An open gas jet under an oven of a
small store told the story of how the
mother and three children besides the
father had died. They were foiind
wrapped in each other's arms in a
bed where they were awaiting the call
of the father to summon them to view
the tree.

*I

questioned whether an accord had
been reached with Lloyd George on
the matter of German reparations
and replied:
"Nothing has been moulded."

Kxpeeta Great RmsIIh.
Lloyd George was next ques¬

tioned. He said he was en route
Cannea (or *he meeting of the

allied supreme council and that he
was expecting great results. He
admitted he had been tired out bj
['a recent exertions, "But now my
health Is better."

I'arls tonight was indulging In
speculation as to the subjects to
be taken up by the supreme council
during the conference, taking into
consideration that Briand. after his
arrival at th* station, talked foi
a few minutes with a representa¬
tive of Premier Millerand. Therf
the premiers were alone and the
curtains were drawn.
As the train pulled out of the

station Lloyd George was puffing
on a big o,g.r and. smiling, waved
his hat to Briand. The latter, puff
'ng on a cigarette, raised his hat.

l.leyd UMin "( kipper."
One o{ Lloyd George's secretaries

said that he did not think the mat¬
ter of reparations would be settled
at . Cannea. but probably would

l"' "?t0 ,h' "Phere of . general
economic conference to be con-
vened shortly after the Cannes
gathering, either at The Hague or
at Brussels.
Lloyd George appeared rosy and

chipper and insisted that report,
that his health was giving war
were untrue.

u. S.PRECIPHATING
UPSET LIKE HUME,
PREDICTS SIMOWDS
Submarine Fight Likely
To Deadlock Parley or

Overthrow Briand.

By FRANK H. SIMONDS.
France will not recede in the

matter of the submarine. When the
conference reassembles today and
the French reply to the Hughes
compromise proposal is present#*
the choice will be between aa in¬
definite deadlock and the abandon¬
ment Of any attempt to fix a limita-
tion of submarine tonnage at the
present conference.
There is. moreover, one even more

dangerous possibility, namely, that
American Insistence upon a limita¬
tion will lead to just such another
episode as the Flume affair in the
Paris conference. In fact, we have
been on the edge of such a develop¬
ment for many days, ever since Mr
Hughes made a direct appeal to M.
Briand over the head of the French
delegation here in the matter of
battleships.
Everyone remembers when, during

the Paris conference. Mr. Wilson.
disturbed over the attitude of Or¬
lando and Sonnino in insisting upon
Italian possession of Fium., ad-I
diessed his celebrated appeal di-I
rcctly to the Italian people and most

. m
recalls that the effect, to¬

tally unforeseen hy Mr. Wilson was
the fall of tne <Tlando-Sonnina min-

istry and the postponement of anv
settlement of the Fiume question for
several years.

Seen Ah nirert Parallel.

,lrT"(V7 European In Washington
Hughes recent direct conversa¬

tion with M. Briand was a direct
parallel. Immediately after Mr
Hughes action was known, there

cs^e reports rrom the French dele-
cation that M. Sarraut was contem¬

plates following Orlando's example
and leaving the conference. In the
end, M. Sarraut decided tc remain
but not until there had been Tom,;
very Interesting dlspatchea ex¬
changed between himself and M
Briand.
The interest in these dispatches

hoV T ¦?'. '-"owing situa¬
tion Technically, M Briand as
president of the French council. Is
M. Sarraut s superior, but politically,
the votes which M Sarraut controls
In the French chamber of deputies
are an important element In the

^afn.rMaJ°mlty Wh'Ch M Brland

*?,!? M his office. Should M. Sarraut
quit M. Briand. the present ministry
would almost inevitably fall
Therefore. Mr. Hughes', first mes¬

sage placed M. Briand In a very
awkward fix. On the one side hi
°kT'ou»* desired to avoid any break
with the United States, on the other
his own political fortunes were ln-

stm'furthT1® tvh,nK "" Wa» complicated
still further, when, after a first favor¬
able message sent by M. Briand. Mr-
Hughes addressed still a second com¬
munication to M. Briand.
This led to something of a show,

down and M. Briand gave M. Sarraut
assurances that henceforth communi¬
cation between France and the United
SUtes would come through M. Sarraut
This point was emphasized by the
transmission of M. Briand', ^ond
answer to Mr. Hughe, through M
.-arraut. Thus an end was put to fur-
ther overhead conversations"

»nrte?MUT m"Ch harm had b«« lone,
and this harm remains an obstacle to
u"her progress in the matter of the
submarines. The French press tot*

^nd,h,h '"Ue °' ^"'can £rc^
Zh . .>. .Wa* sharP resentment at
what the Freneh regarded as a press
campaign in the United State, to ?o".
the acceptance of the American viVw
of the naval tonnages.
The situation seems fairly clear M

Sfraut "ated the Frenc^ 'vlew
Which is totally uncompromising in the
matter of secondary .hips, erulser,
and the like. If. by any chance, a.

whol'y unlikely, M. Briand shou"
revere the Judgment of M. Sorraut
and yield to Mr. Hughes, Sarraut
would raaifn and hj« resignation

Continued on Pate Ton,

ECONOMIC BODY
MAY ADJUST U.S.
FOREIGN DEBTSi
Administration May Drop

Bill for Refunding by
Commission.

QUESTION SHOULD
U. S. TAKE LEADl

Delegates Would Be De¬
nied Authority to Can¬

cel Obligation's.
Abandonment of the pending bill I

authorizing the appointment of a

commission to handle the refunding
of foreign loans and substitution of
a measure granting authority to
-American representatives to Join
with delegates from other nations in
a general international economic
conference may be approved by the
administration.
Refunding of the foreign debt

would be the Principal task of the
economic conference. Other ques¬
tions. which the American delegates
probably would be authorized to
consider, would be the stabilization
of international exchanges and vari¬
ous economic Issues Involved In
trade relations between the different
countries, also the financing of Eu¬
ropean- purchases from the United
States.

If such a measure is presented to
Congress, it may include a sipula-
tion that American representatives
would have no authority to agree
to the cancellation of any part of
the principal or Interest of the for-

d!?.".^'aotednes* Congress has in-

««i ?
sentiment U strongly

against any cancellation, and a re¬
striction of this nature would be
insisted upon.

«f laittetiv*.

,t-.k?t£e'inm".',dem H,rdln« "hou'd
Initiative in extending an

Invitation to other countries to Join
If such a general conference is one
of the matters that Is under dlscus-
IdJl. vmf. °f the a<,mlnlstration

. I UeV' " wou,d be Prefer-
i^i r.r.r.*.the d«b,or n»t|on» ««.«.
the Initiative Accordingly, the

'P P«-«ted to congress
may *ot request ike .Pxe#ldent lol

tor <h. <&fe*.ce
kut instead authorize him to appoint

to "Uoh a '.">*'"lng with

?nUjh°rU,y to un'i"t«k^ the refund-
ofifore,Bn loans and deal with

Hon" 1 and ec°nomi cques-

Many of the Republican Congres-
sional leaders believe that It would

,h^M ,#bIt '.l*' 'u<-h « con'erenoe
should be held in Washington If
the Invitations are Issued by another
country, however. It might be held
In Europe.
The administration foreign loan 1

refund,ng bill I, stranded i. the
senate f Inance Committee. The bill
was p=*«ed by the House with nu-
merous amendments, accepted bv
the administration. The Senate
Finance Committee added still
"ther amendments, the restrictions
Placed upon the p»opo..d commis¬
sion finally being so numerous that
Secreta rv of the Treasury Mellon
notified the committee that the ad¬
ministration felt that it was almost
useless to press the hill further, un.
less some of the amendments were
dropped.

Kresfc start Cadertakea.
Conferences are in progress be¬

tween the administration and Con¬
gressional leaders looking toward a
fresh start with a view of embody¬
ing the Idea of a general inter¬
national economic conference It is
presumed that the American dele¬
gates would he appointed in much
the same manner as is proposed in
the case of the commission contem.
plated under the pending bill. This
commission, the bill provides, would
consist of the Secretary of the
Treasury and four others appointed
by the President.
The success of the armament con¬

ference has given Impetus to the
proposal for an International eco.
nomic conference. Delegates from
foreign nations have Informally
urged upon the administration the
desirability of such a conference
and It is well understood that Presi¬
dent Harding, the Secretary of the
Treasury. Secretary of Commerce
and others in the administration are

becoming convinced that such a con¬
ference would be desirable. It haa
been stated that the President did
not desire, however, that any plans
should be made until the armament
conference Is out of the way.

Oeialtf Plna Rxpected.
Present Indications are that a

definite program may be evolved
early in January and that the plan
will contemplate an International
economic conference In the spring.
Hearings already have been held

by the House Committee on Banking
and Currency on the bill introduced
by Representative McFadden of
Pennsylvania, chairman of the com¬
mittee. requesting the President to
extend Invitations to Great Britain
and France to attend a conference
for a study of the International ex¬

change problem, the conference to
be held In Washington.

SEES BERLIN PLOT
TO BANKRUPT SELF
PARIS. Dec. 26.."Germany is wil¬

fully bankrupting herself to avoid
payment of the reparations," Senator
Cheron, chairman of the senate bud-
set" committee, charged during a de¬
bate on the French fiscal estimate?.

..Germany," he added, "does not
intend to discharge her liabilities.
8he is still erecting her prewar mili¬
tary organization and even now the
railways are organized so that mo¬
bilization of an array could be car¬
ried out.

..We cannot consent to * reduc¬
tion in Uia payments." 4^

Convents Cut Off
From Resources;
UnderSovietRule j

r

Sitters Work in Fielda to
Get Food; Si ill Aid

Homele*M Women.
MOSCOW, Dec. 2...Convent life

still- exist* in Ruaffa, but in a

chanced form.
A convent that illustrates the

changes Mfrought by thf revolution
is to be found within Moscow. On
entering the Inclosure flint glance
falls on the usual chapel and trie I
little yellow lyjck houses built
abound it. %They are merely run
down and fhahby. like the rest of
the town. The chapel still keeps
its rath«jr gaudy splendor of gold
and sllvfer Ikons, but the number
of candles burning Is kei't down to
a reverent minimum.
The sister superior was discovered

in a humble room at the rear, and
obtained that *he had to move
four times to make room for some
university professors whom the
government was quartering in j.he
cloister.

In her spotless little room
crowded with ilfons and plants, the
lister superior told of the life or
her convent since the revolution,
Her black robe was rusty with age.
and she looked thin and unhappy.

"All the sisters arc still here.'
she said. "In fact, most of the con¬
vents t>ver the country have kept
open in order to provide a refuge
for the women who otherwise would
be homeless. But our lives have
been completely channed 8ince the
revolution. While no attempt was
made to destroy convent life. the
revolution at «»ne blow eut off our
two main sources of Income.the
church and the department stores.
We had received large support from
the church, and It was through the
department stores that we marketed
our hand work.
"At the preaent time the collec¬

tions taken for ua at church serv¬
ices are enough to buy u* one meal
a week. We have no materials to
make lingerie, and no way of mar¬
keting our work Ro we should be
quite destitute if it wete not that
all the nuns go and work in the
country for the summer. There are
always plenty of peasants who wilt
allow the sisters to corns and work
fn the fields and gardens. So in the
fall they come back' with enough
flour and potatoes and cahha^eg to
feed the convent for the winter. Or
course, it isn't enough, but It enables
us to live.'
The sister superior said that the

nuns were not able to do any work
among the people now. because they
had to shift for themselves

(Oepyrigkt. SMI.)

RELIEF IS RUSHED
TO STORMWCTBB

Many Homeless and Without
Fotfd in Louisiana and

Mississippi.
NEW ORLEANS. Dec. Relief

work is being rushed in the storm-
swept areas of Louisiana and Mis-'
sissippi as cpld weather continued'
today. Many are homeless and;
without food, some tiny village*-
having been swept entirely away.
The death list stood at forty-one

today, and it is believed all of the
dead and the more than ,a hundred
wounded have been found. Only
two white persons were listed
among th^ dead. They are John
EckhnfT of Spencer, and Mrs. E
L. Spain, of Tisdale plantation. La

Relief work is being carried on
by the Red Cross and other agen¬
cies. Work, however. %in sonv-jplaces is progressing slowly, due
to the almost impassable condition*
of th© roads.
Some of the injured have been

taken to Monroe. I*.. while other?
were carried to Memphis hospitals.

Storm Blows
Ferry Ashore

Passengers Forced to Walk 2
Miles in Terrific Gale in

'Frisco Bay Region.
SAN FRANCISCO. Dec. 2( Two

men were killed, several persons in.
Jured. a bay ferry steamer blown
ashore and many thousands of dol-
lars in miscellaneous damage was
done in the San Francisco Bay re¬
gion Christmas P^y in the heavieet
windstorm recorded In a score of
years. t

Louis and Elgin Silverman were
killed at Hayward. near Oakland,
when a house collapsed and they
were caught In the wreckage
The ferry steamer Garden City,

en route with 300 passengers from
San Francisco to Alameda, failed
to make a landing at the Alameda
pier and in attempting to turn broke
the steering gear. It was blown a
half mile down the bay and
grounded against the key route
ferry system mole. All the passen¬
gers were landed, one man being
Injured. They were forced to walk
two miles to Oakland.
Numerous barges were blown

from their moorings, tugs struggled
to keep shipping from going adrift,
launches and small craft by the
dosen were blown ashore or dam*
aged.
The lowest barometer on record

was reported by the weather
bureau.

WOMAN HAS LAST
LAUGH ON CREDITOR
POUGHKEEPSIE, N. Y.. *®ec. it.

.John Fritz, local merchant, ac¬
cording to the police, found an un¬
usual way of collecting a 13 debt
from a woman. It was Successful,
but costly.
The merchant, police allege, gave

a pretty Christmas package to ft
messenger boy to deliver to th£
woihan, C./O. D. |3. She thought
it was a valuable gift and paid I*.
Judge Cofifer has ordered the

merchant to pay the raesnenget
boy's lawyer fees and get the boy
» job.

ALLIES EXPECT
U.S.TOREMEDY
ECONOMIC ILLS

May. Frame Proposals Re¬
garding: War Indebt¬

edness.

AWAIT POLICY
IN NEW PARLEY

Col. Harvey Will Attend
Council Meeting at

Cannes.
LONDON. Dec. M..A new polit¬

ical year, ushered in by the .no*11
momentous conference y«t h,id by
the allied supreme council, finds
Europe's eyes more intensely di¬
rected toward America and her repJ
resentative. Ambassador Harvey
than at any time since the making
of the Versailles treaty.

afrn^,?»aB. "nd "themselvc
niggling in the midst of an ceo.

nomlc morass. Thcy ,re "elf.
ing io America with more anxietv

P«t" t'hrV h"Ve dl""»>'d the!

the «¦ i >'ars. and because of

. he
W*"hl"frton .inns conferenc.

th'J believe ,here are greater1
'^"'7 American par.cTp.,io%,

lm. rpan aff"lr" ,h»n at anv
me sincc the armistice.

Amttrtpmir America. AM.

vlncZ' fhUr,°P:"n are con-

the
«dTe"t Into

wUh Ti International politics,
with the conclusion of the quad-
hU.P'e,".,fr"n"nl- n0t onlV 'danced

2 r.est th* United States
abroad, but has made America's'
participation in a solution of the
European economic Untle Inevlta-i
thl. J ,7 "" esneclally convinced

.
*rm" conf"«nce ends In

complete success the figure will
Witness a steadily increaaiag ex-

P""!"?. of America's role in the]
international events

wiThh7h "rK'.bVk'n« th" ^'ction
El n£ ' th,t' whether Amer.
lea likes it or not, the business and

Stat".*. wi,riVU*tl0n ln ,h' Vn,tM
force the Washington

government to take a hand >.

tion
Eur°Pe'® financial stagna-

All Debrara to Valtetf States.

They are hoping that the flrst

win
°f ,he Bew American fee,-

nivi.^1 ,®Xpre" the llltle
Riviera town of Cannes. As a con-1
affluence, London expects the most;
active participation in the delibera¬
tion* of the council meeting by Am
basaador Harvey.
This meeting of the supreme

dhllom.,,*hKf *mbr»c,ng the usual
dip omatic bickering, will be less
political than economic in nature,
and in it the ail-Important fait
stands out that all the participants
owe the I nited States money. jt
ia, therefore, argued that, as the
great creditor nation. America can
afford to remain aloof, since this1
gathering is called for the basic

JInlSSI °f r",orin« European

One of the most important meas¬
ures to he discussed materially af¬
fects Europe's ability to ,.av the
Lnited States, and the supreme
councils meeting may even see the
beginning of a movement in which
the allies will draw up a proposi¬
tion to America regarding their In-
debtedness to her.

Await America's Attltade.
The Chief hope of Europe dh>l...-

mats is that the supreme cooncil

w.'" disclose whether America I
ts ready to participate In a world
economic conference and. second
what is her attitude regarding the
reparations situations America's
policy toward Russia, proceeding
on the premise the proposed con¬
ference will include Russia, also at¬
tracts considerable speculation in
Europe's various chancellories.

Bullets Enliven
Belfast Holiday

Police Patrol Fired on by Mob,
And Unionist Slain at

Doorstep.
BELFAST, Dec. 26..Christmas

and the day after have been rest¬
less holidays in Belfast, with a mis¬
cellaneous gTist of shooting re¬

ported by the police.
Six men fir%J on a party of po¬

licemen Sunday morning when chal¬
lenged by the officers. One police-
man was wounded.
William Armstrong, a prominent

Unionist, was murdered on his door¬
step within a few feet of the par¬
lor, where his children were dec¬
orating their Christmas tree. Sun¬
day evening a tram car was fired
on. There have been several at¬
tempts at looting grocery stores
and saloons.

YULE BRINGS JOY
TO WOMAN. 110

AURORA. 111.. Dec. 2«..Mrs. Mary
Vermett celebrated her 110th birth-
day today by decorating a Christ- j
maa tree and helping her 75-year
old daughter-in-law prepare dinner at
the hfime of her son. Fred Vermett.
near Harvard. 111. With her were

her two sons, one T8 and the other
grandchildren and great-grand¬

children.
Mrs. Vermett was born near Cork.

Ireland. She crossed the Atlantic in
a sailboat in 1840. settling in Can¬
ada. Two years later they cam#
West by ox-team.

"I have lived all of my life on

the farm, have worked hard, breathed
plenty, of fresh air. snd guess that
Is why I have lived so long.". Mr*
Vermett said.

"I have been nearing a lot about
the new styles for girls." Mrs. Ver¬
mett said. "When 1 was young tne
girls didn't have to paint and wear

short dresses to mske the boys like
them.-

Santa's Sleigh
Reaches Mingo
Tent Colonies

Women Distribute Gifts
And Food'to Children

Of Mine Strikers.
WILLIAMSON, w V».. Dec. It-

It vii a merry Chrlitmn for the
children of the Mingo county tent
colonies after all.
Two ton* of mixed nuts. three

tons of assorted candies and pack¬
ages of takes were distributed
among 5.«19 children In the Mingo
strike zone by United Mine Work¬
ers of .America. k
Most of these . hildren were son"

and -daughters of utriking miner*
evicted from their homes because
of the big coal strike, and living in
tents in various places throughout
Mingo County.
That it was a Christmas bright¬

ened by yuletlde goodies and not a

drab dreary one. devoid of glf<«
was made possible by contributions.

Distribution of the goodies was

supervised by women of Charleston
and Williamson, who went out l..

the tent colonies In automobi es.
loaded Witli the Christmas eatables..
A fund contributed by newspaper

readers has reached li.S31.JI. and
belated contributions still are com¬

ing in Money not used in buying
candy and nuts for the Mingo min¬
ers children Is being turned toward
buying food for women and children
of miners In the Kansas coal fields,
said to l>e badly Impoverished.

RUSSIA YIELDING
RED SOCIALISTIC
HUE, SAY PAPERS

Changes in Government
Of Soviet Show Gains

By Capitalism.
Decided changes in the economic

policy of the government of Rurti"
predicting abandonment of social-
l«m have taken place recently, ac¬
cording to a review of statement*
appearing in the Soviet -controlled
pre** of that country as compiled
by the Bureau of Foreign and Do¬
mestic Commerce of the Department
of Commerce
The present situation is summed

up as follows:
"The moat useful sources of spe¬

cific statements concerning condi-
tions in Russia are the Russian
new.pape.rs Th-ae paper, are all
controlled bv the Soviet authorities
and represent at least the policies of
the Soviet government.

.*The previous communisti* man-
agement of Industry had resulted
In a rrreit decline of production and
a genera! disorganisation of eco¬
nomic life. This decline Is con¬
clusively shown by statistics in
Soviet newspapers. and is frequent¬
ly admitted by bolshevist leader.
A whole series of published eports
of different commissariat* covering
the first half of l*:i shows ex-
tremelv small output of good, and
services on the part of all the more
important manufacturing. mining
and transportation industries. as
compare,1 both witK pie-war period,
and with the year 1SI0: and the re¬
ports themselves comment empha¬
tically on this decline and give
causes for it.

l/enen Admit* Relreat.
"For example, in the most impor¬

tant <*oal ha«in. Donctr. the
output had fallen by July. I»i1. to
only about 15« nno tons, the net out¬
put after supplying the require¬
ments of the mines themselves was
onlv about s.nnft tons Bolshevist
newspapers stated at that time that
the railroads and industries of the
countrv would thereafter be depend¬
ent absolutely on imported coal
The decline of area planted and < f
production in agriculture, w hile less
marked than that in /nanufa. turing
and mining Industries, was enor¬
mous. quite apart from the dis¬
astrous effect of the drought in the
Volga Basin.

Lenin. In a speech of October 1*.
said 'The substano of our new
economic policy Is dictated by the
re< ognition of the fan that we have
.uffered a powerful defeat and com¬
menced a systematic, strategic retreat
There can be no doubt in the minds of
Communists that we have suffered de
feat on the economic front, and a

mighty crushing defeat, and thus we

are facing consciously and deliberately
the new economic policy.'

Restore Trade Freedom.
The main feature of this new

economic policy, according to va¬
rious decrees Usued by the Soviet
authorities, are:

"Partial restoration of freedom
of trade in agricultural products
Instead of requisitioning from the
peasants their entire surplus above
their own requirements for food
and seed, there has been imposed,
beginning with the crop of 1921. a
"natural tax" of a fixed amount of
grain from each peasant; the re¬
mainder of his crop he Is at liberty
to sell.
"Abandonment of the practice of

unrestricted "mobilisation or re¬
quisition of labor, and the substi¬
tution of a fixed labor tax; that is.
the cttixen may be forced to labor
not more than a apecifled number
of days on public work, or special
public tasks.
"Abandonment in enterprises op¬

erated by the State of / uniform
wages for employes of the same
general grade, ard the substitution
of compensation according to aerv-
ice rendered. In most cases this
takes the form of piece or quantity
payment. Overtime Is to be not
only permitted but encouraged by
high rates of pay to S times
the rejrular rates).

Will Grant C«»i «.¦.».
"Leasing to private individuals

or concerns of certain industrial
egtabllshmrnts hitherto operated
bv the State. It 1. officially an
nounced that the State will retain
operation of establishments pro¬
ducing the most necessary com¬
modities or services, and especially
of the best equipped establish¬
ments in those branches, but will
lease others. The terms of the
leases are not uniform, but in*gen-

Conim*ed em Tw.

American Delegates See
Impossibility of Pass¬
ing Disputed Issue*

PARIS AND TOKYO
DECISIONS AWAITED

Insistence on Large Ton-
%

nage Might Harden
England.

Pari* and Tokyo retain the fat#
'.f the submarine Isue no* under
discussion by the natal armament
conference
The French and <h-

inets have not yet decided «hrtl <-r
thev mill agree to th.- Hughe? Mm
tat Ion suggestion «.r lnai»t on thr
demanded lnoj*«-ase In submarine
tonnsgr The Wench cabinet i* t

I meet t«»da\ Cables sa\ that it '«

J not diRp«i)icd to yield Tokyo i*
understood to have detidnfl tha*

toon ifl necessary for Japan
national defense.

t'ntll ttie mhmarlne Issue «.».?
I df the way little progress «:an l»e
mad' on other matter*. Thin
what I* rather seriously eoneemin^
Secretary Hughes and thr Am»rl-
can delegation. It ha* been sug¬
gested In various confcrem-e ««uar-| tern that the submarine Imiic b*1
pa*K^d over and othet collstcra'
question* taken up '..*.«¦' ni-ht,

.'American delegate* said this was
/ entirely impossible

The very fart that the \ merle? n

(. advisory committee is a unit In on-
posing complete abolition of the
submarine of nece*«it£ materially
benefit* the nation* desiring en¬
larged tonnage This a1*o operate*
as a very derided obstacle to sti*-
jrestion* heard in British quarters
that the ratio be fixed temportril"
and that, after this «*onference is **
»n end. the l"nit*«1 States and Or#M*.i
P.ritain initiate diplomat!** negotf*
tion* with all nation** having nav.<
force* to endeavor to secure an
agreement from all of them that
would end the submarine for al*
time aa a weapon of warfare

Set tmmmrj tm Vmertea.

The advisory committee, admitted
by Secretary Hugbe* to repress:

(! every shade American pu*»l
opinion, has declared that possession
of submarines is necessary to * '
4» the defense of American over-
sea* possession* and to act a* co»
defen*e craft and scouts in tiin«
war. While that decision stand* ?

wa* said to be unlikely that t

I'nited States emild negoti»t
abolish a weapon whose use. und*

I proper restrictions- i* believe-1
vital to the I'nited State*

British source* 1a*t night, ho"

I ever. suggested that. Inasmuch *w t*.
American viewpoint was arrived ;«*
before *11 of the fact* In the Ri
ish position had been mad«- pub'"*' it very easily mould be po*stble f- \
the American advisor* committer
recon*lder its decision Thr 111 it«-"
last night were again calling
tention to their presented statist
showing that during the recent w*
it required 1 "»<. trawlers eagle boat*
High-speer| launches, destroyer* ..

Q-bost type* for each submarine th-«
the German* kent in commi-«io
With an array of thi* pod. the "

J tlvltie* of the submarines wa*5 . h^k
ed. the British declared

'But look at tne »*o*t." *»»d .*. R*
ish *pnke*man "W< were »l»le
cope with the submarines »nd *.

j will be able to do so again t'u
the present conferc»>ce was ca'
reduce the trem^ndou* «-ost of * .

to the people* of the morld. If "

are to accept the viewpoint of Ft*. *c
and Japan, there can be no r<*du-

1 tion Great Rritain must reserve th.
right to build a navy that w*1!l c"t»
with the U-boats of an\ nation. W-
do not want to do this. But wc v

if we have to
Submarine t *e Limited.

"The submarine i« not an effeel
agency of offensive warfare directed
against a fle?t of heavy saislup*
We do' not believe that it be* an<
possibilities for coast defense A'<

'certainly it cannot be used to pr«-
vent landing of a hostile army T

' consequence. the British must con
tinue to insist that it should b«
abolished and if this i* not doi

| by the present conference, wc art-
prepared to carry our effort furthe-
The French delegation dec'aied 1"*

night that it had no definite wot-
from Pari* and that It hardly ev

pected any before Wednesday Ad
vice* from the French capital state-:
that the cabinet was to consider tli~
question today. It also was indicat
ed that leader* of the government
are decidedly loath to grant the
American demand that the French
accept an allotment of submann* *

equal to her present strength.
The Japanese delegation is als«»

waiting word from home. Admira
Baron Kato still is slightly indis¬
posed. and the work of arriving at
a decision ha* been placed on the
shoulder* of his colleague*. It w-
said that, while Tokyo has not y» i
spoken. It is very likely that Ih.
delegation's demand for a ratio . f
54.000 ton* wilt be adhered to.
The Italian delegation summed

up its position in the following
words:
"We are ready to make any pos

sible concession in the interes* of
world-wide peace and harmony. !;ut
we are compelled through force of
circumstance* to Insist that our

tonnage in everything shall !».
equal to that of France."

France Ma> Deelde England..
It may be *tated as a fa. t th *.

should the French final 1> force a
concession in the line of an en¬

larged submarine fleet, the I*
will refuse to be limited at ' the
number of amall auxiliary (hat
they may construct. Arthur J. Bal¬
four ha* rather pointedly a *eru I
on *everal o< < asion* auring the 4s
hate that It *« ems appar* t
the big submarine flsst d< nd'
by France is in certain %*->s
rected against *!ng'nnd Aiu h «

naval expert .*. i»r na ed an

CsH^tsNed « 'aye 1« ..


